QUESTION:

What efforts are you undertaking to Improve upon this aspect of
your Investigative efforts?

AHStffiR;

Work plans from DEA field offices are under continuous review to
Insure that emphasis is being placed on the Identification of tra-
fficker assets and the full utilisation of both civil and criminal
statutes to Implement their seizure and forfeitures.   Several CEA
Divisions have established "asset seizure teams" to review all
Investigative cases to Insure the seizure of all significant assets
The use of undercover money laundering Investigations to launder
traffickers' funds and then invest them in domestic assets for
subsequent seizures are also being accomplished in several EGA
divisional offices.   All of these activities are monitored by the
newly formed Hnanolal and Special Intelligence Section located
in CEA Headquarters.

'^ Jfeugs
QUESTION;

According to testimony presented to the President's Commission on
Organized Crime in February of 1985 > new synthetic street drugs
have been Introduced into the Illicit drug market.   How widespread
Is the "designer" phenomenon?

ANSWER;

The term "designer drugs" refers to clandestinely produced, noncon-
trolled substances which are structurally and pharmacologically
similar to controlled substances. The concept of producing analogs
of controlled substances In an effort to circumvent the Controlled
Substances Act (CSA) Is not new (e.g., POP analogs, hallucinogenic
amphetamines, MDA, MMDA, MDMA). The application of this concept to
the production of analogs of potent narcotics has occurred only
within the past five years on the West Coast.

At the present time, reports about designer drugs focus on analogs
of the Schedule II narcotic analgesics, fentanyl (Sublimaze), and, to
a lesser degree, meperidine (Demerol). Both fentanyl and meperidine
are produced synthetically and there are many variations of each
which may produce heroin-like effects.

Since 1980 there have been six analogs of fentanyl Identified in the
Illicit drug traffic. Biey have been associated with at least 90
overdose deaths with more than half of these occurlng since January,
1984. The distribution of fentanyl analogs appear confined to the
West Coast, particularly the San Francisco Bay area, San Diego and
to a lesser degree, Los Angeles. EEA has no evidence that these
substances are spreading to other areas of the country at this time.

A by-product (MPTP) formed In the synthesis of a meperidine analog
(MPPP), sold as synthetic heroin in California, produced Parkinson's
disease In at least seven users in 1982. Information exists thatur goal is to make
